
AR TS COMMISSION

AR TS COMMISSION

Kansas Arts News
Newsletter of the Kansas Arts Commission

Spring 2008

KAC Awards $1.5 million in Grants to Artists, Organizations, Schools

A Letter from Senate President Stephen Morris 

In March, the Kansas Arts Commis-
sion announced that it has awarded 
more than $1.5 million through 345 
grants to organizations and local 
communities throughout the state of 
Kansas in fiscal year 2008. More than 
half of those grants (194) went to or-
ganizations in rural communities.

The agency impacts nearly every 
community in Kansas through grants 
and by providing business develop-

ment educational opportunities to local 
organizations, artists schools and com-
munity organizations. With a budget of 
just $2.3 million ($1.6 million provid-
ed by the state of Kansas and the rest 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts), the Kansas Arts Commission has 
shown that its support for the arts can 
provide greater statewide benefits. Ac-
cording to the Americans for the Arts,  
for every dollar invested in the arts, more 
than seven dollars are generated.

When the economy gets tight, the 
Kansas Legislature looks for ways to 
limit or cut back on spending. Indi-
vidual Kansans do the same thing for 
themselves and their families. It just 
makes sense. What does not make 
sense, though, is cutting out those 
things that enrich our lives. 

As lawmakers seek new sources of 
state revenue, many of us first look 
to economic development. To recruit 
top industries, attract new employ-
ers and grow existing businesses, we 
must assure them our standard of liv-
ing is as desirable as any, in larger 
cities or on the coasts. We can point 
with pride to Kansas’ established arts 
community and to efforts that nur-
ture and develop new artists and pro-
grams. Our cultural resources have as 

much to do with quality of life as excel-
lent schools and health care.  

Through the efforts of the Kansas Arts 
Commission, the money allocated by the 
Legislature goes further than ever. Tech-
nology allows the Commission to reach 
out even more effectively to remote and 
distant corners of the state with its many 
programs to encourage, develop and pro-
mote arts programs and Kansas artists. 
I’m pleased to know communities in 
my district in far southwest Kansas have 
benefited this year from grants and other 
assistance offered by the KAC.

There is always more work to be done. I 
will be interested to see the results of the 
study commissioned by the KAC on the 
statewide economic impact of the arts. 
While it’s no surprise the arts enhance our 

quality of life, some may be amazed 
to learn how positively the arts affect 
the economy. The KAC provides a 
strong foundation for the arts across 
our state. I look forward to working 
with the Commission to support and 
foster the arts and artists in the years 
to come.   

Sen. Stephen R. Morris 
President of the Kansas Senate

“We are proud of our record of sup-
porting the arts in all corners of the 
state, from small rural communities 
to our larger cities and towns,” said 
Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita 
Wolgast. “The arts have a strong im-
pact on the economics of communi-
ties, with recent Kansas studies hav-
ing shown that spending in the arts 
deliver back more than what they 
receive.”



Greetings!

In recent years, Americans for the Arts, the Kennedy Center, arts 
education alliances and scholars from throughout the country 
have been publishing results of studies on the value of the arts in 
education. Now a new Dana Foundation study by neuroscientists  
demonstrates the impact of the arts on brain development. 

For example: 
•    An interest in the performing arts leads to a high state of   
    motivation that improves other domains of cognition

•    Music training helps with reading and sequence learning

•    Music and geometry skills are linked

•    Training in acting appears to lead to memory improvement 

A 2006 study from the University of Kansas showed that students in top quality  
music programs scored 22% higher in English and 20% higher in mathematics  
on standardized tests. The College Board reports that in 2006 SAT-takers with course-
work in music performance scored 57 points higher on the verbal portion of the test  
and 43 points higher on the math portion. 

The skills that the arts teach are essential to 
our nation’s future. I congratulate all of you 
who are working with learners of all ages to 
help them develop their minds through the 
arts.

For more information on these  arts  
education studies, go to the websites of  
the Dana Foundation (http://www.dana.
org/artseducation.aspx) and the Music  
Educators National Conference (http://
www.menc.org).

With warm wishes,

Llewellyn Crain
Executive Director
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Letter from the Executive Director

The Mission of the Kansas Arts Commission

To provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience,  
celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives.

Dates to Remember

Kansas Arts on Tour: Roster Artists
•    Guidelines available online: June 13 
•    Application deadline: September 18

Poet Laureate of Kansas 2009-2011
•    Guidelines available online: June 13
•    Application deadline: October 2

Governor’s Arts Awards
•    Guidelines available online: July 15
•    Nomination deadline: September 18

Kansas Artist Fellowship Awards
•    Guidelines available online: July 15
•    Application deadline: November 24
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Commission Launches Kansas Arts Network

Gallery Walks Pave Way to the Arts for Kansas Communities

Continued on next page...

The Mission of the Kansas Arts Commission

To provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience,  
celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives.

The Kansas Arts Commission has 
now formed the Kansas Arts Net-
work (KAN). KAN is a peer support 
network comprised of six arts orga-
nizations representing the six regions 
of Kansas. Each organization serves 
as a peer mentor to the nonprofit 
and government arts organizations 
and artists within their region and 
throughout the state.

Using a combination of their profes-
sional experience and expertise, these 
mentor organizations will:

•     Guide and assist community  
    arts organizations and artists.

•     Provide a means for peer staff,  
    organizations and artists to       
    support and help each other.

•     Promote participation in and  
    advocacy for the arts in Kansas.

“We are thrilled to welcome the KAN men-
tors,” said Llewellyn Crain, KAC executive 
director. “This group of outstanding arts 
administrators will contribute immeasur-
ably to the vitality and success of the arts  
in Kansas.”

Organizations who would like peer as-
sistance are encouraged to contact their  
regional mentor directly. For a list of regions 
by county and regional coordinator contact 
information, go to: http://arts.ks.gov/kan/
index.shtml

Small and large communities in the 
state have discovered that gallery 
walks are a great way to engage 
people in the arts. Gallery walks are 
tours of local art galleries and ex-
hibits, with the intention to stimulate 
interest and exposure for the arts. For 

organizers of gallery walks in Kansas, 
the events do more than introduce and  
support the arts. They create a social atmo-
sphere and provide economic benefits to  
communities.

Don’t miss Kansas’ premiere art event of the year!

The Governor’s Arts Awards is an annual event hosted by the Kansas Arts Commission 
to honor and celebrate Kansans who have made significant contributions to the arts. 

Thursday, June 26 
6:00 to 9:00 pm 

Memorial Union, Washburn University

For more information, go to http://arts.ks.gov/gaa/index.shtml  
or contact the Kansas Arts Commission at kac@art.ks.gov or 785/296-3335.
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Community Gallery Walks

Interested in hosting a gallery 
walk in your community?  

 
Contact the  

Kansas Arts Commission 
 at 785/296-3335 or  

kac@arts.ks.gov to learn about 
grant opportunities  
available to support  

your arts event!

In the southern part of the state, the 
Wichita Downtown Development 
Corporation (WDDC) joined the Fi-
nal Friday Gallery Crawl in 2005, 
and the event has been a huge suc-
cess for the city, attracting more than 
2,000 attendees, and with over 40 
downtown galleries and shops par-
ticipating.

“The art walk has increased aware-
ness of the vast array of visual and 
performing arts in Wichita,” said 
Ann Keefer, vice president of mar-
keting for WDDC. “It has grown into 
a family friendly, cultural force that 
provides new social opportunities for 
area residents and visitors.  

“Gallery owners and 
other participants have 
also reported more 
sales and activity,” she 
said. “The WDDC has 
nurtured a stronger  
collaboration with art 
groups and reinforced 
the arts as an impor-

tant economic and cultural anchor in the 
community.”

The Hays Arts Council puts on four  
gallery walks each year, with the next 
one scheduled for June 20. 

“Gallery walks have become the new 
ice cream socials,” said Brenda Meder,  
executive director of the Hays Arts Coun-
cil. “Our attendees are a diverse group 
from the surrounding community: artsy 
types, college students, senior citizens, 
families and young professionals.

“These events make an economic im-
pact,” she said. “People who come make 
a night of it by going to dinner before or 
after, and then filling up on gasoline to 
go home.” 

Final Friday Gallery Crawl, Wichita

Not having an art gallery in Colby 
didn’t stop the members of the High 
Plains Art Club from featuring area 
artists. Last summer the club worked 
with downtown businesses to create 
the June Art Jubilee.

“We started by sending letters to 
downtown merchants, the library and 
two banks, explaining that we would 
like to have one artist show their 
work in a store for the entire month of 
June,” said Marjorie Brown, secretary 
of the High Plains Art Club in Colby.  
“We ended up with 13 merchants  
in Colby’s downtown area, and have  
received many positive comments.”


